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3gp.A fiber-optic proximity sensor is an optical sensing method used to determine the distance to an
object. Various arrangements for probing the fiber-optic proximity sensor have been used to
measure range. Those arrangements include (i) discrete optical couplers, (ii) optical sensing
arrangements using multimode fibers, and (iii) techniques that incorporate additional fibers and/or
polarizing optics. A fiber optic proximity sensor is described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,739,666 to Kronenthal
et al., entitled “Fiber-optic proximity sensor using two source beams split by beamsplitters and
modulated by interference signal for distance measurement.” The fiber optic proximity sensor
described therein requires physical modifications to the end of the sensing fiber in order to be used.
Thus, the sensor is not cost-effective and generally does not provide an accurate measurement.
There is a need in the art for an optical sensor that can provide accurate distance measurement, can
be applied cost-effectively, and can be used in various applications without any physical
modifications to the optical fiber. There is also a need for a dual-source optical sensor to provide
enhanced measurement accuracy and to compensate for the effects of stray light. and the district
court properly dismissed this claim. C. Breach of Contract 49 Evanston's final claim is that
Westinghouse breached the Letter of Intent by only retaining an option to purchase the plant for
$1.7 million, when Evanston had agreed to buy the plant for $4.6 million. On appeal, Westinghouse
claims that the Letter of Intent is not a binding contract and argues that because the Letter of Intent
was never reduced to writing, it does not constitute a valid contract. 50 The district court dismissed
Evanston's breach of contract claim at summary judgment, reasoning that because Westinghouse
never exercised its option to purchase the plant, Evanston's claims are premature, and that even if
the Letter of Intent were considered a binding contract, Westinghouse had substantially complied
with its terms. Evanston challenges only the district court's first conclusion--that Westinghouse's
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